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SUBJ: CZECHOSLOVAK SOYBEAN MEAL REQUIREMENTS DECLINE IN 1977 

1 . ON MAY 24 AGATT MET KOOSPOL OFPICIALS TO DISCUSS LATEST 
SOYBEAN MEAL SITUATION POR CZECHOSLOVAKIA. FOLLOWING ARE MAJOR 
POINTS MADE DURING DISCUSSION. 

2. SOYBEAN MEAL IMPORTS IN 1977 ARE ESTIMATED AROUND 

500.000 TONS, NEARLY 10 PERCENT BELOW RECORD VOLUME IMPORTED 
IN 1976. THIS ASSUMES UNUSUALLY SEVERE WEATHER IN 1976 (DROUGHT) 

WILL NOT REPEAT ITSELF. 

3. TOTAL CZECHOSLOVAK SOYBEAN MEAL IMPORTS IN 1976 WAS 
EXCEPTIONALLY HIGH AT 542,00 MT, UP FROM 512,000 MT IN 1975. 

THE HEAVIER THAN USUAL APPLICATION OF SOYBEAN MEAL IN LIVESTOCK 
FEEDING WAS DUE TO SHORTAGE OF GRAIN BECAUSE OF THE DROUGHT. 

4. IMPORTS FROM THE U.S. IN 1977 ARE EXPECTED TO BE AROUND 

300.000 MT, DOWN FROM 346,000 MT IN 1976 AND 324,000 MT IN 1975. 
COMPETITION FROM BRAZILIAN MEAL HAS NOT YET AFFECTED U.S. 
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SALES DESPITE CERTAIN PRICE ADVANTAGES OP BRAZILIAN MEALS. 
CZECHOSLOVAKS CAN BUY 48 PERCENT PF BRAZILIAN MEAL AT ABOUT SAME 
PRICE AS U.S. 44 PERCENT PF MEAL. OFPICIALS POINTED OUT HOWEVER 
CZECHOSLOVAKIA INTENDS TO MAINTAIN EARLIER ESTABLISHED TIES WITH 
U.S. SELLERS DESPITE PRICE ADVANTAGES OF OTHER MEALS. 

5. KOOSPOL WELL AWARE BRAZIL IS USING SOME KIND EXPORT SUBSIDY 


Margaret P. Grafeid Deciassified/Reieased US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 

TO MAKE ITS MEAL MORE COMPETITIVE IN WORLD MARKETS. BUT THEY ALSO 
SAID THAT THESE PRICE ADVANTAGES RUN ONLY DURING CERTAIN TIMES 
OF YEAR, USUALLY AFTER HARVEST WHEN MEAL TENDS TO BE PLENTIFUL. 

BYRNE 
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